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TO^s -6 JftflW UNATtONS, NEW YOSK 
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‘ FROM: * - TOOSIGNANT, UNAMW, KIGALI 
fum 7 mottaov 199$ 

SUBJECT; UNAMIR Radio Station 
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L In response lo your raptu cootiined in your cable to* 405 of 6 Fcbnary on the 
above tufljttt, tetow ait uui tocuacno and rowdona to to* fetter fc» ton Remanent 
Representative of Rwanda on toe same sutyact 

• * , , A 
i) At present we are not await of any outstanding technical diflkultki wfchttgirdto 
on Brbadea sting equipment however, since we haw Wytt imiW to test & iwe ’ 
ttnsstftmri (bat bare beta Installed throughout Rwanda (doe to toe nparl^tto of 

^WSa^ ) ba&s?^. to ■■ «*“ •* ******* k 


b> The technical personnel responsible toe fsenteg up toe ncfio we wt Inoocreedy 
advised by UNAMIR on toe type of equipment to be used la Rwanda. The fact flat toe 
equipment to be used by Radio UNAMIR Is almost Identical to that used by Radio Rwibto 
is irrelevant to toe lisoe. Both were manufactured by msjar eledrooic* co m pea fet In 
accordance with fauenutdonal spedficatlon* and their uae wouUnto estate any probfenu for 

ebbs tmtu Kiuott, iu fund u UK puper mquencMSiN tuoctud* 

6) Our original plan was to install five of toe six transmitters within UNAMIR 

UNAMIR. When toe Government official to charge of aflocattog ftequc^ ttpr^ 
taadvksa retttdiat toe choice of tiles and alluded, to toe feci that UNAMIR m ay. oct^be.; 
uu wUa g wita twtupiete tnsnpsnocy wtto regsw misnaw ftrnadcastuJ g operahoo»,tto 
locations of the shea were modified to todude use of tone mouatakr niias for wUch 
governmental petmadoo was needed. UNAMIR wM dcrtjed ptoibibsfca forotocf all of 
these ekes ojtensftly for toe rcuoa that cor equipment ; wouM httetten wito toe 
telecommunications equipment already installed toert, , Btoh‘1ouf .ml!lt*^ aed ewfife* 
comimidlcatlons expens* as weO as our technical consultant frooi GEC Misconl,..<Bjjuto uui 
c laim* I<aiw«l | wv wise ufllbul (wu other dies both of wUcft VMM MV* eotMt ed-.fluqes. 
logistical difficulties (and one of which was completely Inaccessible by road). 

d> • UNAMIR it now compelled to locate all its tifawntea 
iui wiuwi guvmtuKsui pcnnisswa u aot reqmfea. ,Lwr mtotfrwimttcr fin M yet been 
installed, because we will not know until we can begin t^atiB^ ouor ^ansin^tx&n k^ttsd ato .... 
other sites whether toil would be a viable transmitter she. We have heOo prevented from 
doiaz so due to the Wt ofJVcqueade s. (I t should be noted that tola l ast site Is considered 
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crucial for reaching the refugee camps in ZEre and broatattac m *w« aofogw tn^pulsUho 
tviJl nor h* poavibU undi the uju emitter at this site becomes operational.) 

*)- Regarding application for the broadcast license, 1 letter dated 22 September 1994 wu 
sent by our Spokesman to the Minister of Information <wqu«*ing « ihxiw: for one transmitter 
•H*. Following a lequeil tor further details, the SRSO sent a letter to .the same minister on 
1 1 October 1994 providing a technical description of our equipment, as well as cither details 
regarding our broadcasting operation. We were recently informed mat this information was : 
never forw&nW to thu Ministry (Ur Tflfwport and Commufilcations whieh. it responsible for 
allocating radio frequencies. Furthermore, we were informed by the Minister for Transport 
and Communications on 21 December 1994 that a formal awUeatiwi for the frequencies 
could not be made until we had obtained me. necessary b roa dca sti ng-license fromtbe Minuter 
of lofonaation. An agreement between the Rwandese Government and UNAMIR for 
obtaining a radio broadcasting license was only signed on 14 January 199J. 

! ) ■ : ■; 

f) On 8 November 1994 « Mote Verbals was seot to the Ministry, of taformatka. 
Jofocmlag them ef our intmtida to commence periodic teat tooodcaotiiig of twi ladle 
transmitter installed in Kigali pending the granting of a radio frequency from the, 
Government. Subsequently, a letter was received from the Acting Director of the Rwanda 
Office of Information on 18 November 1994 request tag UN AMIR lu UlavonUnuc its testing. 
UN AMIR compiled with this request immediately and no further test broadcasting has been 

conducted since this date. j 

i * • • \ • * * 

g) UNAMIR has never resisted giving any specifications on our traiumjitiug equipment 
to the Government. We have observed all procedural and technical formalities in our efforts 
to comply with national rules and f emulations. We have nrovided all tath*vn«ifriw 
requested from us and have even offered certain guarantees . sought on the part of the 
Government, These Include written assurances that we will not interfere with Radio 
Rwanda's hnwrioMilng operations, fa order to allay any possible doubt* or suspicion*, wo 
have allowed Government representative* to inspect all our broadcasting and studio equipment 

In Kigali and have offered to do | the same for all our other transmitter sites. 

* ) . » ■ 

2. We itupc the iuA/t wuttiuu pi uviawi above will seiye to ctailiy Ota current status ct the 

U.N. radio station, and we hope! that the good-faith efforts undertaken by us in tills regard 
will uJHiwuMly la the aDpaadoa of all the frwjuwwlw needed for thc.sucecufol 
operation of Radio UNAMIR without any farther delay. 
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3. Best regards. 
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